Application No.: 09/937,255 MAT-8164US 

Amendment Dated: February 13, 2006 

Reply to Office Action of: November 29, 2005 

Remarks/Arguments : 

Claims 1-10 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(e) as being anticipated by 
Young (US 6,567,011). It is respectfully submitted, however, that these claims are now 
patentable over Young for the reasons set forth below. 

Page 3 of the Official Action explains operation of Young after the "mode" key and 
"magic" key are depressed. Once in the test mode, the remote control can store a particular 
sequence of keys. The remote control behaves in a certain manner after specific keys have 
been depressed. 

Applicants' invention, as recited by claim 1, includes a feature which is neither 
disclosed nor suggested by the art of record, namely: 

...store indications of which of said contacts are detected as not 
closed, and 

transfer said indications of said contacts detected... as not 
closed to said transmission circuit. 

This feature is described in the originally filed application at page 6, lines 22-26. No new 
matter has been added. 

While Young behaves in a certain manner if certain keys are depressed, Young 
neither discloses nor suggests the ability to detect that contacts have not closed. This 
feature allows the ability to detect a contact malfunction. As this feature is neither disclosed 
nor suggested by Young, claim 1 is patentable over Young. 

Claims 5, 9, and 10, while not identical to claim 1, are also patentable over the art of 
record for reasons similar to those set forth above with regard to claim 1. 

Claims 11 and 12 are newly added and are supported by the originally filed 
application at page 6, line 22 through page 7, line 12. No new matter has been added. 

The dependent claims are also allowable by virtue of their dependency on allowable 
independent claims. 
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In view of the amendments and arguments set forth above, the above-identified 
application is in condition for allowance which action is respectfully requested. 



LEA/mjc/fp/bj 

Dated: February 13, 2006 




P.O. Box 980 

Valley Forge, PA 19482 

(610) 407-0700 



The Commissioner for Patents is hereby authorized 
to charge payment to Deposit Account No. 18- 
0350 of any fees associated with this 
communication. 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with 
the United States Postal Service as first class mail, with sufficient 
postage, in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, 
P.O. Box 14J0, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on: 

Febn 
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